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Chronic Wasting Disease in Minnesota: Current Status

Å120,000 wild deer have been tested for CWD 
since 2002; 194 deer have tested positive, 
primarily in southeast MN
ÅMN also has a wild elk population in NW MN; 

over 250 hunter-harvested elk have been 
tested for CWD since 2004 with no 
detections
ÅMN also has moose in the northeast.  Over 

350 moose have been tested for CWD from 
2004 to present with no detections 

ÅCWD has been found in 13 captive cervid 
facilities since 2002, most recent detection was 
Houston County in 2022



Overview of CWD Surveillance Plan for Fall 2022
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Å CWD Surveillance occurred in 10 areas of the 
state during Fall 2022

ÅWe sampled nearly 13,000 deer this year; 26 
new cases of CWD in wild deer

Å Compliance with mandatory sampling 
requirements remains high: average of 87%

Å CWD surveillance and management 
continues to be DNR priority and large 
commitment of resources
Å 214 DNR staff and 142 students from 10 

colleges/universities assisted with CWD 
sampling efforts



Hunter Mail-in Kits

* This was a pilot project *

ÅDesigned to address hunter service requests
ÅTests provided at no cost to hunters
Å5bwΩǎ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ IŜŀƭǘƘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ōǳƛƭǘ рΣллл 

kits
ÅDistributed through partner groups, area 

offices and online request
ÅHigh demand; all kits were requested
Å1 CWD positive wild deer detected through 

these kits



Partner Sampling ProgramÅWHP has worked with taxidermists/partners since2016 

Å To date: collected 8,000+ samples; 16 CWD-positives

ÅSignificant savings (time and money) to partner with taxidermists

ÅMulti-year efforts to recruit meat processors = extremely limited 
success

ÅNEWfor fall 2022

ÅTaxidermists collected samples from any DPA in the state (bucks or 
does)

ÅAll taxidermists shipped samples back to WHP for processing
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ÅAwarded 2022 USDA-APHIS grant to support program: $250,000

ÅPartnering with MN Conservation Federation for program administration

ÅWHP sent letters and follow-up phone calls to 563 taxidermists 

ÅRecruited 157 vendors

¶/ƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ нΣмсп ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ΨƴƻǊƳŀƭΩ ǘŀȄƛŘŜǊƳƛǎǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ

¶ 5 new CWD positives

¶Additional 1,041 samples collected through the Risk-Based 
Surveillances conducted by West Central and Climax areas in R1 
¶Vendors include taxidermists, meat processors, special interest groups, etc.
¶No new positives



Southeast

ÅArea of persisting disease-19 
new cases this fall

Å Only work on private land with 
permission or public land

Å Focused areas surround 2-
miles of a recent positive or 
cluster of positives

Å Goal is to remove social groups 
that are more likely to be 
related to a positive deer 
originating from that section

Å Deer are processed at a 
licensed facility

Å All deer are tested for CWD

Å Ψbƻǘ ŘŜǘŜŎǘŜŘΩ ŘŜŜǊ ŀǊŜ 
provided to the public through 
Share the Harvest or returned 
to the landowner by request.


